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aristocracy.   Like her, they strove to maintain a strong
government at home, but they did it when a strong
government was the first of political blessings.   Like her,
they gathered and maintained vast armies;  but those
armies were composed of knights and barons who lived
for war alone, not of peasants torn away from useful
labour and condemned to the cruel task of perpetuating
their own bondage by crushing the aspirations of another
nationality.   They sinned grievously, no doubt, but they
sinned in the dim twilight of a half-barbarous age, not
in the noonday blaze of modern civilization.    The en-
thusiasm for mediaeval faith and simplicity which was so
fervid some years ago has run its course, and is not likely
soon to revive.   He who reads the history of the Middle
Ages will not deny that its heroes, even the grandest of
them, were in some respects little better than savages.  But
when he approaches more recent times, and sees how,
during the last three hundred years, kings have dealt with
their subjects and with each other, he will forget the
ferocity of the Middle Ages, in horror at the heartlessness,
the treachery, the injustice all the more odious because it
sometimes wears the mask of legality, which disgraces the
annals of the military monarchies of Europe.    With re-
gard, however, to the pretensions of modern Austria, the
truth is that this dispute about the worth of the old system
has no bearing upon them at all.   The day of imperial
greatness was already past when Rudolf the first Haps-
burg reached the throne; while during what may be
called the Austrian period, from Maximilian to Francis II,
the Holy Empire was to Germany a mere clog and in-
cumbrance, which the unhappy nation bore because she
knew not how to rid herself of it.    The Germans are
welcome to appeal to the old Empire to prove that the}
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